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Full Dentures 








C. S. Kile, D.D.S., F.1.C.D. 





THE subject of full dentures deals with 
one of the oldest problems of dentistry. 
It was discussed, argued over and written 
about long before the cast gold inlay, por- 
celain jacket crown or most of the other 
branches of dentistry. There have been 
volumes written on the subject, clinics 
presented, etc., yet it still remains a very 
vital issue. 


This subject is so extensive that it is 
impossible to go into every phase of it 
in detail in the time allotted for this 
paper. I shall therefore endeavor to bring 
you the essentials of my impression meth- 
ods and a new and entirely different ar- 
ticulating instrument which I developed 
for use in completing my full denture 
cases. 


The basis of all full denture construc- 
tion is of course the impression, and | 
realize that perhaps no phase of pros- 
thetics has evinced more discussion, 
claims, counter claims, praise and criti- 
cism than has full denture methods and 
materials. 


It is with this thought in mind that I 
humbly present this paper, with full 
knowledge that much wiser and more ex- 
perienced men are producing beautiful 








» Presented as a lecture-clinic at the 84th 

Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania 
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dentures from impressions and with ar- 
ticulating instruments far different in 
technical and procedural detail from what 
I shall present. 


I wish to make it clear and to stress 
the fact that what I have to present is not 
adapted to production line methods of 
denture construction. To paraphrase Mr. 
Churchill, who had nothing to offer the 
British people but sweat, blood and tears, 
I have nothing to offer but work, patience 
and satisfaction. 


My impression method is quite un- 
orthodox, yet I believe it to be the only 
fundamental change in full denture im- 
pression technic since the first plaster im- 
pressions were introduced. I believe no 
other material or method of procedure as 
employed today will produce as sharp de- 
tail of the tissues involved, especially the 
soft palate flexure line, where so much 
difficulty, guess-work and discussion has 
arisen. 


It is not my purpose nor desire to criti- 
cise any of the past or present methods or 
materials; they have fulfilled a need and 
assumed their rightful place in the scheme 
of full denture construction. This is 
merely a presentation of my own version 
of another phase in this important work, 
realizing that perhaps some day a newer 
and better method will develop. 


This method evolved from a desire to 
ascertain firsthand what my patients were 
trying to tell me regarding the feel of 








their dentures, for I could not understand 
their language, nor they mine. So, I de- 
cided a number of years ago to gain some 
firsthand information by building an im- 
mediate upper denture for myself, and 
from my own experience this method de- 
veloped and has been in use for over ten 
years. It is not just another theory. 

While a knowledge of the anatomy in- 
volved is basic in the field of full den- 
tures it is not essential that we remember 
the names of all the muscles, or their 
origin, insertion, action, nerve and blood 
supply, for regardless of this, the fact 
remains that in denture cases there has 
always been some surgical interference 
which might have produced some struc- 
tural and functional change from our 
ideal and we still have to build the den- 
tures on the remaining tissues. 


Tissue Contact 


In constructing a denture that is in har- 
mony with the individual jaw movement 
and pressure tolerance of the supporting 
tissues, we must produce a denture base 
having proper tissue contact. I wish to 
offer my version of the three essentials of 
denture construction in their order of im- 
portance. 

First, proper tissue contact, which 
means tissue comfort; second, masticat- 
ing efficiency, which in turn results from 
proper occlusal balance and this in turn 
assists in tissue comfort; third, aesthetics. 

We hear much of the post-dam area 
and post-damming the denture base and 
it appears to be quite a universal pro- 
cedure, but may I be so bold as to state 
that with my impression method, post- 
damming is unnecessary. 

It is not alone the buccal and labial 
periphera that is important but the flexure 
line of the soft palate muscles as well; 
in fact this area is probably the most im- 
portant and has caused no end of trouble 
and discussion. 


Pendelton, in an article in the July, 





1936, issue of the A.D.A. Journal, rec I beli 
nizes the fact that there is, “great vatilicles inv 
ation on the two sides as well as in dj speech, 
ferent patients,” and shows pictures of involun 
page 1249 of ‘‘distinct forms of posteriagftivity, s 
palatal borders.” He recognized the fag these cc 
that there is a great variation in the soi velopin 
palate flexure line, but as far as I have the cas¢ 
been able to ascertain, no classificatin§ The 
of these variations has before been a§ sructio 
tempted; I shall offer my classification off i, all ; 
the soft palate flexure lines, which I shall ator tr 
show in my slides and demonstrate withB and w 
impression models in my clinic. follow 
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It is a common belief of the laity and 
unfortunately of some of the profession 
that the tissue of the mouth, especially the 
muco-buccal fold tissues, deteriorate after 
the teeth are lost, resulting in a sagging 
of the facial tissues and loss of tissue tone. 


I do not believe this to be the case if 
the mouth is restored with dentures hav- 
ing proper tissue contact, and affording 
proper functional support to the pe 
ripheral tissues. I have found that in cases 
that have worn ordinary run-of-the-mill 
dentures, where the peripheral  tissuss 
have sagged due to lack of proper fune 
tional support, these tissues can be stimu 
lated and rejuvenated and tissue tone re 
stored if given proper functional support 














The pressure tolerance of the tissue 
underlying the denture bases is so variable 
(not only in different individuals but ia 
different areas of the same mouth) tha 
it cannot be pre-determined as some wish 
ful thinkers would assume, but rather 
from actual usage. 











Tissues Not Displaced 











With this impression method the tis | 
sues are neither misplaced nor displaced, 'ssu 
but finger-print, detail records of the tis tabl 
sues involved are secured during normal deli 
functional activity. This same method sg '™P 
employed with equal satisfaction in im dev 
mediate denture construction and partial 1 
saddle cases. mat 
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I believe you will agree that the mus- 
les involved in mastication, deglutition, 
speech, etc., all perform their movements 
involuntarily during normal functional ac- 
tivity, so the more nearly we can simulate 
these conditions during the process of de- 
veloping the impression and completing 
the case the more nearly perfect it will be. 

The muscles involved in denture con- 
struction will constrict, contort and react 
in all sorts of ways the instant the oper- 
ator tries to manipulate them arbitrarily 
and we should remember that we cannot 
follow our patients around and manipu- 
late these tissues for them as they pursue 
their daily activities. 

Observation wili reveal the fact that 
nothing can be taken into the mouth nor- 
mally without the act of inhaling. One 
cannot exhale and take food into the 
mouth at the same time. 


It therefore follows that if we can em- 
ploy this normal muscular movement in 
a perfectly relaxed and normal manner 
during the process of developing our im- 
pression we will be able to produce an 
impression of the tissues involved as they 
perform normally. 

There have been many preachments 
about how easy it is to teach some labo- 
ratory technician how to outline the pe- 
tiphera of a denture by drawing some 
pretty lines on a stone cast, and there are 
gadgets on the market for measuring the 
depth of the hamular notch area. There 
are also special designs of post-dam 
grooves to be cut into the model, etc., all 
of which is, to my mind guesswork. 


Peripheral Flexure Lines 


I believe the only way the peripheral 
tissue flexure lines can be accurately es- 
tablished is for the tissues involved to 
delineate their own flexure line in the 
impression material during the process of 
developing the impression. 

This cannot be induced by any manual 
manipulation of the facial tissues by the 


operator, for the way we think or would 





wish these tissues to perform and the way 
they do function normally are two en- 
tirely different stories; one is a true story 
and the other is a fairy tale. With this 
method, the only time the operator 
touches the patient's face is while the im- 
pression trays are being introduced into 
the mouth. 

The building of full dentures is where 
the time and attention to detail should be 
spent for there can be no substitute for 
full dentures in an edentulous mouth. 

I believe too much stress and advertis- 
ing has been devoted to saving time, a 
short cut here, a short cut there, to save 
a few minutes of the operator’s time. For 
what? How about saving the crippled pa- 
tient some distressing time? 


Impression Tray 


In order to secure the desirable results 
we have been speaking of we must first 
have an impression tray that will not in- 
hibit the muscle movement and an im- 
pression material that is soft enough to 
record these tissue movements without 
resistance and which then in turn will set 
up hard enough so that it will not distort 
from handling necessary to complete the 
case, for with this method the original 
impression is employed clear through to 
the flasking stage. 

The impression trays employed are 
plain blank vulcanite bases with no han- 
dies, but with wax bite rims built on 
them to approximate bucco-labial contour 
and vertical. 

Experience alone will dictate the pe- 
ripheral detail required for a satisfactory 
compound impression for your tray, re- 
membering that the better the tray im- 
pression, the easier it will be to produce 
a finished impression that will provide 
correct tissue contact and afford the pe- 
ripheral issues proper freedom of move- 
ment. 


At this point I wish to explain the 


method I employ in developing the soft 
palate flexure line in the compound im- 
pression which I believe is not generally 
employed in an impression for a base tray. 

The stock tray selected is first lubri- 
cated, the compound is properly prepared 
and placed in the tray; I use a low heat 
compound. After the initial impression 
and chilling, the tray is removed from the 
compound and the distal overhanging 
compound is cut off; thence trace some 
compound over the post-dam area, and 
reseat. This will insure tissue contact in 
this area. Next, thin the compound an- 
teriorly from this distal border on the tray 
side, gently flame the tissue side of the 
posterior periphera, temper and reseat the 
impression in the mouth while at the same 
time have the patient draw on your finger 
as you hold the compound in place as 
though they were smoking. 


Two or three puffs or draws will suffice. 
Be particular that they do not suck on 
your finger with their tongue for to do so 
will raise the tongue and also the soft 
palate, but by having them draw on your 
finger as in smoking, the soft palate mus- 
cles will flex downward the same as when 
food is taken into the mouth. 


Upon removing the compound, you 
will observe that the softened distal bor- 
der has been turned down, remove this 
turned down roll with a sharp instrument 
and thin the compound anteriorly on the 
tray side, resoften this edge again and re- 
peat the former procedure. Repeat this 
procedure until the posterior periphera is 
just a smooth rounded edge. 


Impression Material 


The impression material used is Zinc 
Oxide, mixed with a hybrid resinous 
liquid, consisting of five parts of Zorite 
(a Bosworth product) and three parts of 
Ackerman Fast liquid. These must be 
measured very accurately and stirred to- 
gether thoroughly. 


A quantity should be prepared at one 
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time and stored in a suitable container fg 
use as needed. Do not try and prepareij 
for each mix separately on the mixin 
pad. 


Neither of these liquids alone will pm 
duce the desired results. The zinc oxide 
recommended is Mallinckrodts, which jj 
supplied through the drug trade. I don 
advise using the powder ordinarily sup 
plied with the liquids mentioned, for the 
are designed for an entirely differe 
method. The consistency of the mix jj 
that of heavy whipping cream, but it mg 
be varied for particular uses as will 
explained. 


Atmospheric Conditions 


The normal mixing time is about 
minutes, with one minute allowed for ap 
plication to the tray, and about two min 
utes for set in the mouth. 


Atmospheric conditions will influence 
the set somewhat, but it can be accelerated 
by the addition of a drop or two of ordi 
nary bath alcohol to a quantity of liquid 
the size of a dollar on the pad. Thi 
should be thoroughly mixed on the p 
before the powder is added. To retan 
the set use a drop or two of Zorite liqui 
in the same manner as the alcohol. Th 
material is mixed on a paper pad in 
similar manner to that of crown af 
bridge cement. Experience, of course, i 
required to secure the desired consisteng 
dexterity of application, etc. 


The set is gradual, quite similar to th 
of old salt taffy, and is about that shade 
and hardness when thoroughly set. It 
be whittled or ground with a vulcanilf 
burr for corrections as the impression d 
velops. The volume change is nil, and i 
kept in water will exhibit no crazing ¢ 
crumbling over quite a long period ¢ 
time. It does produce a slight bity sen 
sation, but this lasts only a minute ¢ 
so and patients seldom, if ever remafi 
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is of vital importance; since we propose 
to build a functional impression they 
should be in as comfortable and relaxed 


a position as possible. 


The position should, as nearly as feasi- 
ble, simulate the position assumed at the 
dining table, soda foundtain, card table, 
or office desk, even to getting up and 
walking around the office. I tell my pa- 
tients they can do anything but run away. 
The whole body should be slightly for- 
ward, arms resting on the arms of the 
chair, with head slightly forward and not 
in contact with the chair head rest. 

With the patient comfortably seated, 
they are then provided with a straight 
glass hospital tube which has had one end 
flamed to a closure of about twenty gage 
size, and a glass with only a few drops of 
water in it. The operator should have a 
straw and glass of his own, in order to 
demonstrate to the patient just what to do. 

With the impression material in the 
upper tray it is carried to the mouth and 
slightly jiggled into place. The lower 
bite rim tray is then seated and the pa- 
tient is instructed to close and then click 
the jaws together a time or two. This 
not only seats and positions the upper 
tray, but relaxes the muscles. 


Instructions to Patient 


At this point the patient is handed 
their glass and straw and instructed to 
take a few draws on it as though it were 
a glass of coke or lemonade. The small 
amount of water in the glass will pro- 
duce a gurgling sound which is purely 
for psychological purposes, and so the 
operator, when out of sight of the patient 
will know whether or not they are doing 
as instructed. After a draw or two have 
them remove the straw from between 
their lips, close and swallow, then spit. 
These are all normal functional activities. 
Have them repeat this procedure and con- 
tinue this routine until the impression ma- 
terial has stiffened sufficiently so the tis- 
sues Cannot move it. 


Leave the upper tray in position and 
remove the lower, wash and dry it, then 
apply a fresh mix of the impression ma- 
terial, and seat as you did the upper. 
Have the patient follow the same routine 
as with the upper, except that before spit- 
ting, suggest that they lick the material 
from the corners of the mouth which has 
been accidentally on purpose left there as 
the tray was introduced, suggesting that it 
is pie, watermelon, or some sort of food. 
The patient usually laughs and the tongue 
immediately goes into action which in 
turn moulds the lingual periphera. 

Have the patient repeat this procedure 
until the material has set. Do not at- 
tempt to loosen the impression bases 
manually but instead give the patient a 
glass of water and have them rinse the 
impression loose, or perhaps assist with 
a spray along the muco-buccal fold. 


Pressure Areas 


After the bases are removed from the 
mouth, wash in cold water, blow dry, and 
examine for pressure areas which will be 
evidenced by the tray showing through 
the impression material. These areas must 
now be relieved, a new mix of impression 
is applied to these spots. The impression 
is immediately returned to the mouth, to- 
gether with the opposing one of course, 
and the previously described patient rou- 
tine procedure is carried through. This 
is repeated with the lower then both 
re-examined for pressure areas, and the 
whole routine procedure is repeated until 
all of the pressure areas are corrected and 
no tray spots show through. 

Peripheral areas that are short will ap- 
pear as tapering out to a thin paper edge, 
support these edges by backing them up 
with base-plate wax, add new impression 
material and proceed as for the pressure 
areas. Experience alone is the only 
method whereby one will know when the 
impression is correct. 

After all of the pressure areas have 
been properly relieved and spotted out 





with new material, you will observe a 
thin overlapping of the material. Some 
of this may be relieved with a scraper. 
Wash and dry the impression, then make 
a fresh mix of the material, but slightly 
thinner than the previous mixes. Paint 
the entire surface of the impression with 
this thinner mix, using a short stiff muci- 
lage brush. When the brush marks have 
smoothed out, insert the impression and 
have the patient repeat the previous rou- 
tine procedure. 


The Lower 


When the material is sufficiently set, 
proceed with the lower in like manner; 
when all of the material is properly set 
have the patient rinse them loose as pre- 
viously described. A truly functional im- 
pression to fingerprint detail will result. 


Compound impressions for trays for 
the immediate case are secured in the 
same manner as for the edentulous case. 
The tray for the immediate case is built 
around the remaining teeth so that they 
protrude through the tray thus preserving 
the original centric and vertical. 


The same method of developing the 
final impression is employed as in the 
edentulous case, except that when the 
final impression of the ridges and the an- 
terior labial area is completed, remove any 
impression material from between the re- 
maining teeth. Then with a tray of suita- 
ble size take an alginate impression of the 
teeth that protrude; with the adjacent 
tray, remove the alginate impression, then 
the ridge impression. After the alginate 
has stiffened somewhat remove it from 
the tray and reassemble it on the ridge 
impression tray and proceed to build your 
model. 

It is recognized that tinfoil is the ideal 
material over which to cure acrylic, so 
when either edentulous or immediate im- 
pressions are finished they are boxed in 
Gelum and foiled with .0005 tinfoil. 


This enables one to separate the impres- 


sion from the model intact, and then 

lize it in completing the case, thereb 
eliminating the necessity of building 4 
new tray and the use of a stabilizing paste 

When the impression and model 
separated the foil is stripped from 
impression which is then cleaned wit 
Energene. The impression can now be 
replaced on the model and it will also fij 
the mouth. This, however, is not the real 
reason for tinfoiling the impression. 

By tinfoiling the impression its size ij 
thus reduced by the thickness of the fe 
used, then after the case is flasked and 
the wax eliminated the model is tinfoiledi 
with .0005 foil and one is back to 
original size of the impression but with 
a tinfoiled model. 

I prefer dark vulcanite trays but acrylic 
trays may be used. The shellac base trays 
are not suited to this technic because they 
are too fragile and easily warped. 

The question or problem of occlusion if? 
of course as important as the impressiongyF 
for a poor occlusion or imbalance can ren 
der the best impression useless and mak¢ 
for a very nervous, irritable, and uncom 
fortable patient. 


Dentograph 


I feel there should be harmony between 
the occlusion and the soft supporting tis 
sues, and both the impression and 
occlusion should be in harmony with ex 
isting supporting tissues and the peculiar 
movement of the muscles of mastication 
if the dentures are to be comfortable and 
efficient. 

The instrument I use in attaining this 
harmonious occlusal balance is quite a 
unorthodox as my impression method, but 
it, too, has been in use a long tim 
and like my impression method was no 
dreamed up yesterday. It evolved from 
many years of study, effort, and a gillion 
of failures and disappointments. 

This instrument which I call a ‘“Dento 
graph” is, in reality two instruments. One 





part of it is used to secure in a special 
racing wax, 3 dimensional Gothic arch 
racings of the jaw as the muscles move 
t into the lateral and protrusive positions. 

These tracings are secured by means of 
xtra-oral arches attached to the bite rims 
built on the original impressions which 

ve been chewed into balance and ver- 
ical by the patient, thus they establish 
heir own occlusal plane as taught by 
eterson of Baltimore years ago. 

With this method the patient develops 
heir own articulating instrument, for as 
he muscles move the jaw into the lateral 
igend protrusive positions the tracing pins 
pf the upper tracing arch register this 

ovement in the tracing wax of the lower 
racing arch. 


Tracings Differ 


The tracings of no two patients are 
like any more than are fingerprints, nor 
are they the same on either side of the 
same jaw. 

The condyle head does not move on a 
tmfiat plane in the Glenoid fossa as the 
orthodox articulators assume, but rather 
on a 3 dimensional curve as would be re- 
ealed if one were to do a dissection of 
hat area. This has been very graphically 
demonstrated by Dr. Bernard Jankelson 
of Seattle in his fluoroscopic movies of the 
jaw during normal chewing action. 

The upper tracing arch holds three 
tracing pins, one on either side in the re- 
gion of the condyles and the other in the 
incisal, thus forming a triangle. 


The lower tracing arch holds three cor- 
tesponding tracing pans which contain 
the tracing wax and as the patient moves 
the jaw into the lateral and protrusive po- 
sitions the tracing pins cut a track into 
the tracing wax corresponding to the 
curve of movement of the lower jaw in- 
duced by the muscle pull. 


When the jaw movement tracings are 
completed the impression tray bite rims 
are stapled together in centric, in the 


mouth, and the whole case is removed 
from the patient intact as a unit. Stone 
reproductions of these wax tracings are 
then secured and the instrument is then 
transposed into a tripod articulating in- 
strument. 

The tracing pins now become the legs 
of this tripod instrument and since all are 
parallel they can be moved as a unit from 
centric to lateral, to protrusive, and back 
again, at will, without any change or ad- 
justment, the same as the jaw moves. 


Balance 


The stone reproductions of the wax 
tracings guide the legs of the instrument 
in this movement as the rails guide a 
train. 


The instrument is in balance in all 
positions regardless of the depth of the 
curve of the tracings. It is the depth of 
the tracings as produced by the movement 
of the patient's jaw that determines the 
degree of occlusal pitch or angle of the 
teeth and I have as yet found none on a 
perfectly flat plane as recorded on other 
articulators. 


The jaw is a tripod and a tripod is the 
only arrangement that can be accurately 
balanced. 


I do not believe the condyle head or 
the Glenoid fossa are the controlling fac- 
tor of this movement but rather the limit- 
ing factor, nor do I believe the teeth to 
be the controlling factor but rather an in- 
terfering factor. I feel that the muscles 
of mastication are the governing factor in 
producing the jaw movements. 

All of us normally, have two arms and 
hands but no two of us write alike; like- 
wise we have two legs and feet but we 
do not walk alike. It therefore follows, 
I believe, that no two of us chew alike. 

I believe that if we can register these 
individual jaw movements, then repro- 
duce them in stone, and reverse the 
process and balance the teeth to these 
jaw movement records we will be able to 





produce an occlusal balance in harmony 
with the individual patient’s jaw move- 
ment. 

I feel I have been able to come closer 
to accomplishing this ideal with my 
Dentograph instrument than with any of 
the orthodox articulators now in use, for 
the peculiar jaw movements associated 
with each patient are reproduced on this 
instrument in a similar manner to that 
employed in reproducing the voice on the 
phonograph. 

The original impression tray bases are 
employed in setting up the teeth. I start 
by setting the upper teeth to the chewed 
in occlusal surface of the lower bite-rim 
and then set the lowers to occlusal bal- 
ance with the uppers. The case can now 
be returned to the mouth for tryin and 
check of aesthetics. After the case is 
cured, it is returned to the instrument on 


the models intact, and the teeth q 
ground to final balance with the 
tracings. Not until this is done is 
case removed from the casts and polishe 
I have slides of this instrument 
ing its practical application and in 1 
clinic you will have an opportunity toe 


amine it and view more carefully pictur 
of the various steps as it evolves from 
gothic arch tracing instrument into 
articulating instrument. 

My methods may sound quite compl 
cated and impractical but in reality th 
are quite simple and produce astoundi 
results, with much pleasure and satisfy 
tion to both the operator and the patie 
Which after all is what we should } 
striving for and I only promised j 
work, patience, and satisfaction. 


310 American Nat'l Bldg. 
Hutchinson, Kansas 





DENTAL RESEARCH MEN MEET 


The Philadelphia Section of the Inter- 
national Association for Dental Research 
opens its 1953 calendar with a meeting 
on February 16th at the Evans Dental 
Institute, University of Pennsylvania. 
The speakers and their subjects on this 
occasion will be as follows: 

Dr. Neal Chilton. 

Experimental Design for Dental Re- 
search. 

Dr. Manuel Album. 

The Dental Use of Tolserol for 
Cerebral Palsied Patients—20 mins. 
Dr. John Glenn. 
Recent Advances 
Resins. 
Drs. Sylvia Bevilacqua and Gerard J. 
Keller. 


The Blood Supply of the Periodontal 
Ligament of the Rat. 


in Endothermic 





The third and final meeting of the 
sociation will be held on May 11th 
Temple University School of Dentist 
when the speakers and their subjects 
be as follows: 


Dr. Ned Williams. 
Simultaneous Occurrence of Org 
isms Cultivatable From the 
Naso-Pharynx and Mouth. 

Dr. Samuel Seltzer. 
Penetration of Micro-organis 
Through the Margins of Aacfi 
Restorations. 

Dr. I. B. Bender. 
Results of Blood Cultures for Pe 
Extraction Bacteremias—20 mins. 

Dr. Herbert M. Cobe. 


Chlorophyllin. 
(Continued on page 34.) 


Da\ 
Atten 
Unity 


an Analysis 


AND CONCLUSIONS ON CHANGING 


theories in focal infection 


AND ENDODONTICS 


3 a recent seminar sponsored by the Second District 
Dental Society and the Veterans Administration Hospital 
of Brooklyn on the subject of Focal Infection of Dental 
Origin, many new opinions of leaders of the medical and 


dental professions were set forth. It was brought to light 
that many authorities who formerly felt that focal infec- 
tion was an important etiologic factor in systemic disease 
have been sceptical and now recommend less radical pro- 
cedures in the treatment of such disorders. 


This meeting effected a substantiation of most of the 
conclusions reached in the A.D.A. Journal, June, 1951, 
issue. This entire issue was devoted to “An Evaluation of 
Dental Foci of Infection on Health.” It was pointed out 
that in about 1900, Dr. William Hunter, an English phy- 
sician, spoke in London criticising American dentistry and 
in 1910 he delivered a talk at McGill University attacking 
the filth of gold crowns and septic bridgework. These 
attacks started a train of thought. 


In 1917, Dr. Frank Billings, an M.D. 
from Harvard, delivered a series of lec- 


Davin GREEN, D. D. S. tures at Stanford University in California 


Attending Endodontist 


Unity Hospital, Brooklyn 


and spoke on the topic of Relation of 
Focal Infection to Systemic Disease. 
Shortly afterward, he incorporated all of 
his lectures into a text of that title and 
the book became popular, having many 





reprints. One paragraph in this text is of 
particular significance to the dental and 
medical professions. To quote: 

“The marked prevalence of alveolar abscess 
is not associated with the frequent incidence of 
acute systemic infection. Probably the frequent 
relation of pyorrhea to rheumatic fever, heart 
disease, nephritis, and other acute local and 
general infections has not been given the etio- 
logic importance it deserves. Granting this 
fact, one must still recognize the comparatively 
small incidence of acute systemic disease aris- 
ing from alveolar abscess.” 


It is noteworthy that the author did not 
place too much importance on the dental 
granuloma or abscess since there were 
other larger foci in other organs of the 


body. 


Dr. Samuel Charles Miller, in his talk 
at the seminar stated, “The amount of 
infective surface covered by the gingival 
and subgingival areas in the oral cavity 
would be equal to the size of a U. S. 
postal card. By comparison, an alveolar 
abscess would be quite small. 


Shortly after the publication of Dr. 
Billing’s text, and for many years to fol- 
low, Dr. Edward C. Rosenow, physician 
of the Mayo Clinic, advanced the theory 
of elective localization which tended to 
prove that dental foci of infection were 
implicated in the case of many systemic 
diseases, especially in involvements of the 
joints. In his experiments, he tried to 
show that if the pus from an extracted 
tooth of a patient suffering, for example, 
with ulcers of the stomach, were injected 
into a rabbit, the rabbit would develop 
ulcers of the stomach. 


Dr. Louis I. Grossman, in his criticism 
of Rosenow’s work, states that his con- 
clusions have not been reached by any 
other investigators. 


Dr. H. Bartels, a bacteriologist, also a 
lecturer at the seminar, in his address 
criticized Dr. Rosenow’s procedures as un- 
scientific and produced much information 
tending to disprove Dr. Rosenow’s many 
conclusions. 
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On the basis of these theories whig 
now have been disproved and thrown i 
disregard, the medical and dental profe 
sions were influenced to remove teeth j 
large numbers, and yet physicians subg 
quently found that the many diseases 
tributed to dental focal infection have 
mained long after the teeth were remove 


Let us examine this period about 192 
when most of the focal infection theorig 
were evolved. 1. Did the general pr 
titioner have the use of the x-ray? 

2. Did the colleges give extensive coum 
in endodontics? No! 3. Did the de 
tists excel in root canal therapy? 

4. Were bacteriology, pathology and 

lated sciences as well developed then 
they are today? No! But in spite of 4 
this, the dental and medical professia 
engaged in a wave of extractions whid 
spread over the continent. The result wi 
that quackery of the “Painless Parker 
type took place. 


In recent years we find that medic 
scientists have relieved conditions of # 
thritis with Acth . . . the anterior com 
cal trophic hormone, a fact which tem 
to prove that conditions other than h 
terial ones may have a tendency to cau 
systemic disorders. 


Do we not often analyze that when 
patient has such an extensive operation 
the insertion of an implant, that possi 
somewhere along the line such a compl 
cated job could have been prevented ¥ 
the saving of natural teeth? 


It is therefore of noteworthy impo 
tance to study some of the statements 
authorities who have written their opi 
ions after much research, in the Jum 
1951, issue of the ].A.D.A. and a conti 
mation of these findings at the semi 
held in April, 1952, under the sponsd 
ship of the 2nd District Dental Sociti 
and the Brooklyn Veterans Administ 
tion; to wit, the following: 

In 1938 Russel Cecil wrote: ‘“Manyé 
us who originally accepted the theory 








ny 0 
ry 0 


focal infection with enthusiasm and have 
watched it for many years are re-evaluat- 
ing the whole theory. Scientific men are 
becoming a little wearied of the universal 
acceptance of a theory as though it were 
an established fact.” 

Woods wrote: ‘Devoid of their teeth, 
stripped of their tonsils, often the victim 
of numerous colonic irrigations, abdomi- 
nal and genitourinary operations, the pa- 
tient finally is reduced to only those or- 
gans necessary for existence; meanwhile 
the disease of his eyes progresses remorse- 
lessly. . . . All of the evidence in favor 
of the theory of focal infection as herein 
set forth is totally clinical, largely sug- 
gestive and circumstantial. Its complete 
acceptance must be largely on faith.” 

A Sydney, Australia, Research Group 
comments regarding focal infection. . . 
“No one would take exception to remov- 
ing a tonsil, an appendix, or a dead tooth 
because of persisting local pain or dis- 
comfort, but to remove them in the hope 
of curing a systemic disease is something 
else again and is merely clutching at a 
straw.” 























Comroe states: “Unfortunately 
most medical men have but little knowl- 
edge concerning the teeth and their dis- 
orders, they do not hesitate to tell the 
dentist which tooth must be extracted. It 
is hoped in the future that the dentist will 
be considered as a consultant and not 
merely as a mechanic.” 










Excerpts from other reports are as fol- 
lows: 





“Extraction of teeth destroys the pleas- 
ure derived from eating foods and leads 
to the selection of foods of low nutritive 
value. If nutrition is important to health 
and well being, the preservation of the 
teeth is important too. . . . Rheumatolo- 
gists are now of the opinion that there 
must be some other etiologic or precipi- 
tating factor. . 

Re: Dermatology. . . . “It is well to 
note that by far the most frequent or- 
















ganisms cultured from nonvital teeth are 
viridans and nonhemolytic streptococci, 
the recovery of hemolytic streptococci 
being comparatively rare. . . . The der- 
matologist falls back on the theory of 
focal infection when he does not know 
what else to try. Probably focal infection 
is of little concern.” 

Re: Ocular Disease. . . . “It would 
appear that scientific studies to establish 
dental focal infection as the etiologic 
agent in ophthalmic disease are most 
meager.” 

Re: Renal Disease. “Coliform 
organisms would be most frequently in- 
volved, and only rarely the normal bac- 
terial residents of infected pulps.” 

From all our present-day information, 
we must come to the conclusion, there- 
fore, that there appears to be little evi- 
dence to link systemic ailments with 
dental foci of infection. However, when 
a patient suffers with a severe or exten- 
sive ailment and all forms of curative 
treatment have been instituted without 
result, it is understandable when a tooth 
shows a rarefied area or pathological in- 
volvement which the general practitioner 
is unable to eliminate, that such a tooth 
should be removed. 

We feel certain that when a patient 
presents a tooth that he wishes to save, 
whether it is vital or nonvital, if it is pos- 
sible to treat and fill the canal and seal 
the apex hermetically under sterile con- 
ditions, that tooth should function well 
and be serviceable. 

When from indications root surgery 
should be instituted, the result should be 
equal to that of removing a tooth to elimi- 
nate a cystic or granulomatous condition. 

Since we feel today that with proper 
procedure and scientific endodontic treat- 
ment the danger of periapical involve- 
ment is, with few exceptions, entirely 
eliminated, there is no doubt that good 
dentistry has been instituted. 


(Continued on page 21.) 





Annual Award Committee Solicits 
Nominees and Outlines Policies 


THE Annual Award Committee calls at- 
tention to the following guides which 
were drawn up and recommended as a 
basis on which the Annual Award will 
be made. These conditions were accepted 
at the 1947 meeting of the House of 
Delegates and it is the hope of the An- 
nual Award Committee that they are 
thoroughly considered by those groups 
wishing to submit nominees for the 
award. 

Because this award is made on a State- 
wide basis and because this committee is 
asked to consider nominees from all dis- 
tricts of the State, we would greatly ap- 
preciate a rather detailed biographical 
sketch of the nominee together with an 
outline of significant attainments and 
other attributes of the nominee which 
prompts you to put his name forward. 

Following herewith is a list of the 
principles by which we shall be governed: 

(A) The Annual Award Committee 
shall be composed of the immediate five 
past presidents with the senior in service 
acting as the chairman of the committee. 

(B) The Committee shall at each An- 
nual Session of the Pennsylvania State 
Dental Society recommend to the Society, 
the name of the dentist who in its judg- 
ment has contributed original research, 
or whose significant attainments and 
high standing have been of such char- 
acter as to have materially aided and ad- 
vanced the science and art of dentistry, 
or whose public life and activities have 
been of such a nature as to reflect great 
credit to the profession. 

(C) In case the Committee decided 
that during any year no one has attained 
the standards set, it shall so report. 


* 


(D) No member of the Committe? 
shall be considered eligible. 


(E) No nominations for any year shall 
be considered after February Ist. 


(F) The presentation shall be made 
a General Session of the Annual Meeting 


(G) The chosen recipient of t 
Award shali be notified one month in a¢- 
vance of the presentation date so he ca 
accept and so that arrangements can b 
made. Posthumous award shall be made 
if the family of the deceased desires. 


(H) The names of all nominees sug: 
gested together with letters and biograph: 
ical data shall be turned over to subse 
quent committees and shall be considered 
for six years from the date of submis 
sion. 

Address all communications to: Ar 
nual Award Committee, 217 State Street, 
Harrisburg. 

The present Annual Award Committe 
is composed of Drs. Willits, Oartel, Pat 
ton, Bomberger and Herbine. Dr. Willits 
has asked that district and local socie 
secretaries submit all available data 
that it can be considered before the At 
lantic City meeting, May 20-22, 1953. 

The Pennsylvania Award was it 
stituted in 1946 and beginning with th 
meeting of that year, this recognition ha 
been accorded the following men: 


George T. Gregg, Pittsburg 

John J. Stetzer, Philadelphi 

oe R. Hamill D. Swing, Philadelphi 

Milton P. Eaton, Philadelphi 
(Posthumously) 


Chris S. Van Horn, Bloomsbut 
George S. Schlegel, Readis 

















A Good Return... 


for money laid aside for a future rainy day is the reasonable 
goal of any sensible person. Yet it often happens that a pro- 
fessional man is so busy with his everyday affairs that he 
never becomes proficient in the art of investment and pro- 
grams are projected without regard to fundamentals. Know- 
ing this, the subject of 


Investments... 


for the Professional Man, was a natural choice of Program 
Chairman, Dr. Balthaser when he set about to arrange a well 
rounded program for Atlantic City. Although it is no easy 
matter to collect experts in this field who are willing to come 
to talk to a group of dentists, Dr. Balthaser has a way of get- 
ting difficult things done. As a result, members of the 


Pennsylvania State Dental Society 


will be presented with a rare and valuable program when 
Mr. J. Frank Honold, Vice-President of the Chase National 
Bank of New York City discusses the Banker’s Viewpoint and 
when Mr. Percy Weeks, of Harris, Upham Company of Wall 
Street discusses the Broker’s Viewpoint of Investments for the 
Professional Man. The beautiful 


Hotel Traymore ... 


has been chosen as the location for this meeting. Details of 
Registration procedure will be carried in the next issue of 
the Journal. In the meantime, Dr. Rollo Sample, General 
Chairman for the meeting and Dr. Walter Wade, President of 
the Pennsylvania State Dental Society want you to make 
plans to be at 


Atlantic City May 20-22, 1953 























Liaison Representative Reports on 
Commission on Industrial Health 


AS THE liaison representative for the 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society, Dr. 
Edward R. Aston was invited to attend 
the second meeting of the Commission 
on Industrial Health and Hygiene of the 
Pennsylvania Medical Society, held on 
Friday, January 9, 1953. The following 
are some of the items of particular inter- 
est to the dental profession which were 
abstracted from Dr. Aston’s complete re- 
port which is on file at the Central Office 
of the State Society. 

The first order of business was the in- 
troduction of committee members fol- 
lowed by the annual report of the Com- 
mission as published in the Medical Jour- 
nal of the State of Pennsylvania. 

The next order of business was the 
outline for the season’s work. Under 
this heading was the discussion of how 
to obtain closer cooperation between the 
industrial physician and the general 
practitioner, the results of such an activity 
and the means for accomplishing this 
goal. Under the results to be achieved 
were: better acquaintance between the 
industrial physician and the general prac- 
titioner so that they may become in- 
creasingly cooperative and may minimize 
between themselves any possible feeling 
of friction; secondly, the practical edu- 
cation of the general practitioner in in- 
dustrial health work so that he can not 
only better appreciate the viewpoint of 
the health care of the employee but that 
he may actually be prepared to render in- 
plant industrial medical service in small 
planis if the opportunity presents itself. 

The means for accomplishing the 
above results were discussed as follows: 
first, that the local industrial medical 
group should play host to the local gen- 
eral practitioner group at one or more 
meetings a year and preferably in some 
industrial plant. Secondly, the individual 
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industrial physician should invite the i 
dividual private practitioners who are { 
family doctors of the plant employeg 
several at a time, to lunch and disay 
their mutual problems. Third, in the 
communities where it can be arranged 
post-graduate course in industrial heal 
should be organized to which as 
general practitioners as possible be urge’ 
to attend. Under the third headingi 
was brought out by Dr. Shilen of 
Bureau of Industrial Hygiene of ¢ 
Pennsylvania Department of Health ¢ 
members of the Bureau would be 
happy to appear before individual coun 
medical societies and present a comple 
story of the industrial hygiene picture 
it affects physicians, dentists, nurses, { 
engineer, chemists and others. 

The Chair announced a course in & 
cupational Health to be held at the Us 
versity of Pennsylvania and conducted} 
the Chamber of Commerce of Great 
Philadelphia in cooperation with # 
University of Pennsylvania. The date 
announced were February 18 to May 
on Wednesdays only, from 2 to 5 p. 
Dr. Everts also announced the Annt 
Conference on Industrial Health of ¢ 
American Medical Association to be he 
January 20-22, 1953, at the Drake Hotel 
Chicago, Illinois. 

At this time Dr. Glenn S. Evert 
Chairman of the Commission called upo 
your representative to describe the acti 
ities of the Industrial Dental Section ¢ 
the Bureau of Industrial Hygiene in d 
tail to the members of the Commissi# 
and of what support it has been recei 
ing from the Pennsylvania State Dent 
Society. It was my pleasure to announ 
to all present that I had had the fulle 
cooperation from the Officers and Boat 
of Trustees of the Pennsylvania St 


Dental Society. 





NEWS FROM THE UNIVERSITIES 





PENNSYLVANIA 


More than 200 members of the teach- 
ing staff and clerical assistants, including 
their wives or husbands, enjoyed a Christ- 
mas dinner and entertainment at the 
Drexelbrook Inn on December 17, 1952. 
The floor show was opened with a chorus 
of dancers composed of school secretaries. 
This was appropriately followed by a 
“commercial” done by Dr. Sam Klaus. 
Santa Claus visited the party in the person 
of Dr. LeRoy M. Ennis and distributed 
appropriate gifts to a number of faculty 
members with suitable remarks. Dr. and 
Mrs. Norman Haig sang a duet and were 
in fine voice. A specialty number by a 
male chorus consisting of Drs. Rode, 
Masino, Berry and Weidmann, and an- 
other by Dr. Morris DeMar helped to 
enliven the evening. A 3-act skit in 
which Drs. Berry, McMurtrie, and Bron- 
kovic participated evoked much mirth. 
Another skit in which Drs. Burket and 
Gabel were supposedly in communication 
by short wave radio nearly brought down 
the house. Both skits were written by 
Dr. Jules Bentman. Finally, Santa Claus 
insisted on doing card tricks and this 
nearly brought the house down on him. 
The evening, enjoyed by all, was con- 
cluded with dancing. Dr. Michael Ro- 
mano acted as Master of Ceremonies. 

Dr. Claude S. LaDow attended the 
meeting of the American Society of Oral 


Surgeons in New Orleans in October and 
successfully took the examination for cer- 
tification by the American Board of Oral 
Surgery and American Society of Oral 
Surgeons. Dr. LaDow also discussed 
“Minor Oral Surgery”’ before the South- 
ern Dental Society of New Jersey on No- 
vember 19, 1952. 

Dr. J. J. Bentman addressed the Eastern 
Dental Society at its meeting on Novem- 
ber 12 on the subject of ‘Oral Diagnosis 
a Necessary Procedure.” He also ad- 
dressed the Scranton Dental Society on 
“Periodontia for the General Prac- 
titioner,” on November 24, 1952. 

Dr. Roy M. Ennis, immediate past- 
president of the A.D.A., was commended 
by the House of Delegates for “His con- 
tributions to American Dentistry, a very 
fine report and for his personal and sin- 
cere efforts on behalf of the American 
Dental Association.” 

Dr. Louis I. Grossman addressed the 
Maryland Section of the American Col- 
lege of Dentists on “Dental Focal Infec- 
tion” on December 18, 1952. Dr. Gross- 
man was elected to the office of President- 
elect of the Academy of Stomatology at 
its annual meeting of December 16, 1952. 

Dr. Herbert K. Cooper has been ap- 
pointed a member of the Veterans Ad- 
ministration Council of Chief Consultants 
and is the first dentist to be named to the 
V. A. Council. 





CLASSIFIED 


Dental office for rent consisting of a large 
waiting room, reception room, consultation 
toom, two operating rooms, laboratory, dark 
room and private rest room. Located in busi- 
ness section of Allentown, Pa. Used as dental 
offices for past 5 years. Heat and hot water 
furnished; available during February. Apply: 
a Epstein, 923 Hamilton St., Allentown, 
a. 


Capable dentist, 31, desires association with 
dentist or will purchase established practice. 
Five years private practice plus 17 months in 
Navy. Much experience in mouth rehabilita- 
tion, crown and bridge and periodontia. Avail- 
able upon discharge from service in September 
1953. Write: PENNA. DENTAL JOURNAL, 
Box D, 217 State St., Harrisburg, Pa. 





DENTAL HEALTH CONFERENCE 


Subject: 


Time: 


Dental Clinics and the Community Health Program 
Tuesday, March 17, 8: 00 P. M. 


Wednesday, March 18, 9: 00 A. M.—12: 00 P.M.; 2: 00 P. M.—5: 00 P. 


William Penn Hotel 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


Place: 


Sponsors: 


Odontological Society of Western Pennsylvania 

Dental School, University of Pittsburgh 

Dental Division, Department of Health, Pittsburgh 

Bureau of Dental Health, Pennsylvania State Health Department 


In view of the long-range planning for better health services now going oni 
Pennsylvania, it is time that the Community Dental Program be discussed and a 
of principles formulated, if possible. Although there are several aspects of a Dent 
Program, this Conference will be limited to a discussion of the Place of the Dent 


Clinic and its Efficient Operation. 


W. Philip Phair, D.D.S., Assistant Sec- 
retary Council of Dental Health, Ameri- 
can Dental Association, will give the key- 
note speech on Tuesday, March 17, 1953, 
at 8:00 P.M. His topic will be, ‘‘Meas- 
uring the Effectiveness of Dental Clinic 
Programs.” 

At the conclusion of his talk, the group 
will be asked to submit discussion topics 
for the Wednesday morning meeting. 
Those attending will be divided into 
groups who will discuss and draw con- 
clusions on the topic assigned to their 


group. 


On Wednesday afternoon each gre 
will be asked to present their conclusi . 
on the topic assigned. 

These conclusions will then be 
viewed and analyzed by John T. Ful 
D.D.S., Dental Services Advisor, 
dren’s Bureau, Federal Security Age 

All Dental Clinicians and Dentists 
terested in Public Health, School Auth 
ties, Public Health and School Nurs 
Public School Dental Hygienists, 
representatives of Lay Organizations 
terested in Community Health Prob 
are invited to attend this meeting. 





DENTAL JUBILEE 


Five outstanding clinicians have ac- 
cepted invitations to present papers at the 
scientific sessions of the 75th Jubilee Cele- 
bration of the School of Dentistry, of the 
University of Pennsylvania, June 11 and 
12, 1953. 

Dr. George M. Hollenback, Sherman 
Oaks, California, will present a paper on 
Gold Inlay Restorations; Dr. Ernest B. 
Nuttall, Baltimore, Maryland, Crown and 
Bridge Prosthesis; Dr. Lewis I. Fox, 
South Norwalk, Connecticut, Periodon- 
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tist; Dr. Leslie M. Fitzgerald, Dubug 
Iowa, Oral Surgery; and Dr. Roy G 
Ellis, Toronto, Canada, Pedodontics. 
Members of the Alumni are urged 
bring their wives to the Celebratio 
They have been invited to the Annu 
Banquet of the Alumni Society and a tt 
will be held in the Museum of the Us 
versity during the Celebration. Mrs. 
ter W. Burket, wife of the Dean of 
School of Dentistry, will head the co 
mittee of wives which will act as hosi 





DENTISTS —- PHARMACISTS MEET 


Luzerne County Dental Society and the 
Luzerne County Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion held their third joint meeting of the 
year on December 4th at the Sterling 
Hotel in Wilkes-Barre to further mutual 
knowledge and for the betterment of 
community health. These two groups 
have set a precedent which has gained 
state and national recognition. In tfe- 
sponse to many requests, patterns for 
these joint meetings have been sent to 
various pharmaceutical and dental organi- 
zations throughout the country. 

A new program idea was inaugurated 
with excellent results at this meeting: 


three professional representatives from 
three national manufacturers gave con- 
densed details on the various new prod- 
ucts. Acceptance of the plan was out- 
standing as the panel gave the latest in- 
formation on the application of the new 
products to better health programs. It is 
expected that the appearance of the de- 
tail men will be a regular feature on 
coming programs since it has been found 
that they have the most important infor- 
mation at their fingertips. This first group 
of detail men volunteered to appear as a 
panel at the initial meeting and will draw 
lots for their turn in the future. 


Photo by Joe DeVizia, Wilkes-Barre 


ARRANGEMENTS GROUP FOR JOINT PHARMACISTS-DENTISTS MEETING 
Seated—(left to right) Pharmacists Henrietta Zielinski, George Fudala and Dom Manganello, 


Drs. Charles Gatusky, Robert Bodycomb and Daniel Gordon. 


Standing—(L. to R.) Dr. /_————- 
Drs. Leonard 


Hutter, Pharmacists Anthony Colarusso, John Moran, Frank Falchek and Frank Roan, 


Sergott, Joseph Falchek and Ted Knoll. 


, Pharmacists Gerald Ruddy, Ralph Jackson and Ollie London, 


Dr. Lester Jordan and Pharmacists Harold Cook and Joseph DeVizia. 





85th Annual Meeting 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society 
May 20, 21, 22, 1953 


Hotel Traymore 


Atlantic City 





AUXILIARY NEws 


By Mrs. Alfred N. Teitsworth 





ALLENTOWN 


Officers were elected and a Christmas 
program was enjoyed by 32 members of 
the Allentown Dental Society Auxiliary 
Tuesday evening at the home of Mrs. J. 
Carl Behler, 2102 Hanover Ave. Mrs. J. 
Luther Behler of Bethlehem, was co- 
hostess. 

New officers are: Mrs. Allen Brader, 
president; Mrs. Nevin Shaffer, vice- 
president; Mrs. Ray Peters, secretary; 
Mrs. Alfred Jenkins, corresponding secre- 
tary; Mrs. Homer G. Robinson, treasurer. 
Mrs. C. Donald McLean was appointed 
publicity chairman. 

Installation will be held at a meeting 
on January 5, at 8 p.m. at the home of 
Mrs. George Gromel, 225 N. 17th St. 
Mrs. McLean will be co-hostess. 

During the Yuletide program gifts 
were exchanged and presents were col- 
lected for the Salvation Army. Mrs. 
Eleanor Middlecamp played traditional 
carols on the organ. 


BEAVER COUNTY 


The Auxiliary to the Beaver County 
Dental Society played hostess to the an- 
nual Christmas party of the organization 
recently when the group met in the Gen- 
eral Brodhead Hotel, Beaver Falls. 

Mrs. Max Trobe, Beaver Falls, was 
chairman of the program when she an- 
nounced the story of the Christmas carol 
would be told by Mrs. O. A. Kratzert, 
Aliquippa. 

Following the reading, a songfest was 
held under the direction of Dr. N. P. 
Perris, Ambridge. 


Present Opera 


Highlight of the evening’s program 
was the presentation of the American 
opera, ‘“Amahl and the Night Visitors” 
as a musical dramatization. 
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Those in the cast of the opera were; 
Amahl, Eugene Coffin; Mother, Ms 
Lois Clark; and Melchoir, Chester Ran- 
dall. Mrs. Rae Liskin was the piano ac 
companist. 

The next meeting of the association 
will be held on January 22. 


LEBANON COUNTY 


Final plans for the second annual pre 
ventative dental care ‘Jingle Contest’’ for 
all county school children in grades one 
through nine were made yesterday after 
noon at the regular monthly meeting of 
the Lebanon County Dental Auxiliary. 

The meeting was held in the hom 
of Mrs. Charles Lazin, 1224 Oak Street, 
with Mrs. Martin Schneider serving as 
hostess. 

Limericks of two to four lines will be 
considered in the jingle contest. 

Contest committees appointed yesterday 
by President Mrs. Walter Kurtz are a 
follows: 

Rules and Contact—Mrs. Henry Silbet- 
man and Mrs. Samuel Groh; Publicity— 
Mrs. Luther Long and Mrs. Charles Lazin; 
and Judging and Prizes—Mrs. Martin 
Schneider, Mrs. Charles Hoffman, and 
Mrs. Charles Evans. 

Mrs. Fred Sheese reported that 280 
children viewed educational films fur 
nished by the auxiliary in the North Ans 
ville Schools during November, while 
Mrs. Sterling Kleiser reported 236 pupil 
viewers of the films last month in the 
North Cornwall Township Schools. 

The auxiliary also voted approval of 1 
plan which will provide better care for 
the six-year-molar, the first ‘permanent’ 
tooth cut by children of school or pre 
school age. The so-called Six-Year Mola 
Plan will be brought before the Dental 
Society and, eventually, the school sys 
tems. 
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The meeting adjourned after the serv- 
ing of refreshments by the hostesses. 


READING-BERKS COUNTY 


Mrs. Aaron Babitt was elected president 
of the Women’s Auxiliary of the Reading 
Dental Society at a meeting held last night 
at Medical Hall. Other officers to serve 
with Mrs. Babbitt are: Mrs. Merrill Os- 
wald, vice-president; Mrs. Charles Grim, 
recording secretary; Mrs. Paul Angstadt, 
treasurer, and Mrs. James Ruth, corre- 
sponding secretary. 

The retiring president, Mrs. Harry Dei- 
bert, read her annual report and the re- 
port of the auditing committee was given 
by Mrs. Frederick Vastine, chairman. As- 
sisting Mrs. Vastine are Mrs. Oswald and 
Mrs. John T. Bair, Jr. 

Mrs. Cyril Leddy announced the pur- 
chase of a set of hostess dishes, to be used 
at the meetings at Medical Hall. Three 
new members, Mrs. Donald Shelley, Mrs. 
Alfred Pouse, Jr. and Mrs. Robert W. 
Zerbe, were introduced to the group. 


Voice and piano selections relevant to 
the Yuletide season were given by Miss 
Carol Moyer and Miss Shirley Fox, pupil 
of Miss Marguerite Scheifele, organist 
and choir director at Holy Cross Meth- 
odist Church. Christmas carols were then 
sung by the group. 


SCRANTON DISTRICT 


The Ladies’ Auxiliary to the Scranton 
District Dental Society will entertain its 
new members at a Christmas tea and read- 
ing, Thursday at 2 p.m. at Hotel Casey. 

Mrs. William E. Lawler, president of 
the society, will welcome the guests, and 
Mrs. Joseph J. Zukoski, membership 
chairman, will head the reception com- 
mittee. 

Mrs. D. J. Maldonato and Mrs. Frank 
Balester, program chairmen, have an- 
nounced that the program will include 
a Christmas reading by Jeanne Marie 
Rainey. 

Mrs. Michael A. Bagley is chairman of 
arrangements. She is being assisted by 
Mrs. John Lockery, Mrs. F. J. Moylan, 
Mrs. James P. Lawler, Mrs. Clyde Mal- 
lory, Mrs. James Morgan and Mrs. A. J. 
Cassella. 

Invitations have been extended to each 
member of the society and they may bring 
guests. 

Reservations may be made with Mrs. 
William Rose not later than Wednesday. 


Notice to all Dental Society Auxilia- 
ries—Please send news of your meetings 
and activities to your editor, Mrs. Alfred 
N. Teitsworth, 782 Wyoming Avenue, 
Kingston, Pa. 





FOCAL INFECTION 


(Continued from page 13.) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Seminar on Focal Infection of Dental Origin. 
The Second District Dental Society and the 
Veterans Administration Hospital, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. May 2, 1952. 

A. M. Kleinman, M.D. The Physician's View 
of Focal Infection. Clinical Associate Pro- 
fessor of Medicine, State University of New 
York; Chief, Professional Services, Veterans 
Administration Hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Henry Bartels, D.D.S. The Bacteriologist’s 
View of Focal Infection. Assistant Professor, 
Columbia University. 

Joseph L. Bernier, Colonel, DC, U.S.A. Gen- 
eral Discussion, Summary and Comment. 
Secretary-Pathologist, The Registry of Oral 
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Pathology, Armed Forces Institute of Pa- 
thology. 

Douglas B. Parker, D.D.S. The Oral Sur- 
geon’s View of Focal Infection. Clinical 
Professor, Columbia University. 

Samuel C. Miller, D.D.S. The Problems that 
Focal Infection Present to the Dental Prac- 
titioner. Professor of Periodontia, New 
York University. 

Lester R. Cahn, D.D.S. General Discussion, 
Summary and Comment. Assistant Profes- 
sor, Columbia University. 

David Green, D.D.S., Attending Endodontist, 
Unity Hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y.; founder 
and organizer of Endodontia Study Club. 





“ Dentist Is Hapassan SPEAKER 


Dr. Nathan V. Plafker, city dentist, told members of Chester Chapter 
of Hadassah about the holiday, Chanukah, and related it to the history 
of the Jewish community in Chester, going as far back as when it con- 
sisted of only two men. 

The meeting took place Tuesday night at Ohev Sholom Synagogue 
Center. Mrs. Martin Huberman, program chairman, also spoke on the 
Chanukah customs and introduced Cantor Morris Gips, of Ohev Sholom, 
who sang songs related to the celebration. He was accompanied at the 
piano by Miss Janet Hill, a student at the Philadelphia Conservatory of 
Music. 

—Chester Times. 


Canby AND Dentat Care Costs Asout Equa 


If our national sweet tooth grows much bigger, we may not have amy 
natural teeth left for enjoying sweets. 

This dim outlook comes from the American Dental Association here 
It is inspired by a report that the annual wholesale candy bill of th 
American people is about a billion dollars. 

“Strangely enough, the nation’s dental bill, last year, totaled much the 
same amount,” comments the editor of the association’s journal. 

Last year retail candy sales are reported to have reached a record break 
ing consumption per capita of about $10.72, or 64 per cent more than the 
$6.55 spent per capita for dental care during the same period. Maybe, 
says the dental editor, the difference between the annual candy expend: 
ture and that for dental care accounts for the fact that “cavities occur i 
children’s teeth six times as rapidly as they are repaired.” 

—York Gazette & Dail} 


” Acep Dentist Wits Estate to HANDYMAN 


A 62-year-old handy man, who had not held a regular job since 1947 
because of ill health, became heir Thursday to a fortune which might 
amount to nearly $200,000. 

Jesse Sims of 1434 N. 10th St., was informed late Thursday night Dr. 
Henry H. Kuhn, 80, of 1702 Edwin St., had allegedly committed suicide 
by gas. His body was found on the kitchen floor and two jets of the 
cooking range were open, filling the room with fumes. 

On the table was the will, written in pencil on the back of an envelope 
that brought him notice of delinquent taxes. It read: “After all my debts 
are paid, I leave all my earthly possessions to Jesse Sims, 1434 N. 10th 
St.” It was signed, “H. H. Kuhn.” 


—Philadelphia Afro-American. 
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¥ Dentist Escapes as TRAIN Demo.isnes Car 


Dr. John J. Maloney of 4200 Brownsville Road, well known Brentwood 
dentist, narrowly escaped injury last week when he abandoned his stalled 
automobile on a railroad crossing on Streets Run Road. 

Dr. Maloney was unable to move his car because of the ice coated 
crossing and an eastbound Baltimore and Ohio Railroad train hit the car 
and dragged it 150 yards before the train could be stopped. The car was 
completely demolished. 


—Baldwin News (Pittsburgh). 


¥ Lower PuysicaAL STANDARDS FOR DENTISTS 


The Defense Department today announced a lowering of physical re- 
quirements which will allow another check of 4,000 doctors, dentists and 
veterinarians previously rejected for military service. 

The department said its lowered standards would permit fuller use of 
doctors who are under Selective Service or in the officers reserve, without 
hurting the quality of medical care in the armed services. 

The announcement also said a saving equal to the services of 4,000 
physicians has resulted from relieving military doctors from non-medical 
duties. Deaths among wounded getting medical treatment since the Ko- 
rean War, it added, are running at only half the World War II rate. 

—Erie Dispatch. 


Grats Tootu Decay Rate HicHER 


Girls generally have more tooth decay than boys of the same age, and 
nearly 40 per cent more women than men receive dental treatment, ac- 
cording to the American Dental Association. 


—Connellsville Daily Courier. 


¥ Fivormwe Won't Arrect TASTE OF WATER 


Pittsburghers who have been expecting to “taste the difference” when 
the city adds sodium fluoride to their water are in for a disappointment. 

Two Pitt scientists released a report today showing it will be a rare 
water guzzler indeed who wiil be able to determine whether his drink is 
spiked with chemicals or not. 

According to Dr. Gerald J. Cox and Mrs. Jessica W. Nathans, only 
about one out of every thousand persons can taste sodium fluoride even 
in distilled water. 

—Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph. 


A Serious SHORTAGE 


Dr. Otto W. Brandhorst of St. Louis, president of the American Dental 
Association, reported this week that dental schools face a financial crisis 
which could aggravate the growing shortage of dentists in the United 
States. 

He said recent surveys showed that dental schools needed $43 million 
worth of buildings and equipment. The Association also received a report 
that the income of the dental schools was $16 million, which was about 
$8 million below the amount essential to their effective operation. 

The country’s medical schools are in a similar, but probably worse 
plight. And it is quite clear that if the schools do not turn out increasing 
numbers of men and women trained in medical and dental fields, there 
will be little hope of expansion of medical care to larger numbers of our 
people. 

—Johnstown Tribune. 
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PENNSYLVANIA STATE DENTAL 


Hygienists 


Philadelphia District 

The Philadelphia District Dental Hy- 
gienists’ Association held their December 
meeting at the County Medical Building. 
Each girl brought a gift for exchange. 
Everyone seemed to think that it was a 
very successful party. 

At the dormitory for dental hygiene 
students “Evans House,” each girl enter- 
tained a child from the University Settle- 
ment House at a party on December 13. 
The girls distributed gifts and served re- 
freshments. There were 42 children rang- 
ing in age from 3 years up. 

The dental hygiene students at Temple 
University have been asked to serve as 
aids at the February meeting of the 
Greater Philadelphia Dental Society. 


Central Pennsylvania 


The Central Pennsylvania Dental Hy- 
gienists’ Association news was sent by 
Miss Margaret Lingenfelter who said, 
“The Central Pennsylvania Dental Hy- 
gienists’ Association held their final meet- 
ing for the calendar year in Johnstown, 
Saturday, December 6. The committee 
entertained with a one o'clock luncheon 
at the Melodee Club. The traditional ex- 
change of gifts followed the luncheon. 
Table decorations for the holiday season 
were nicely arranged. 

Our next meeting will be late February 
when our association meets with the Den- 
tal Society in a joint session at the Penn 
Alto Hotel, Altoona. 

Central Pennsylvania officers are: Presi- 
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ASSOCIATION 


dent, Miss Margaret Lingenfelter; 
President, Miss Zita Gaffey; Secretay 
Miss Doris Blackburn and Treasurer, Mi 
Betty Hornick. 


Notes and Comments 


The Reading-Berks County Society 
ports a Christmas party for the Decembe 
meeting. 

A clinic at the Greater New York Gi 
Meeting was given by Miss Nancy W 
deck and Miss Barbara Hulbert, on D 
cember 12. The subject was ‘The Denti 
Hygienist Looks Ahead.” 

The Assistant Supervisor for the n 
oral hygiene school at the University ol 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill will & 
Miss Eleanor Forbes who is a member oj 
our state association. She will begin he 
new duties July 1, 1953. 

Statements for dues to the Pennsylvani 
State Dental Hygienists’ Association hav 
been sent out and are payable to Mrs. 
Ege, 612 Weiser Street, Reading, P 
Don’t forget that the national re-insta 
ment fee of $5.00 is necessary 60 da 
after the first of March. The natiom 
journal is discontinued after the first 0 
March if dues be delinquent. Dues thi 
year are $10.00 because the state societ 
now receives $5.00 and $5.00 goes to thi 
national association. Local dues are pail 
to the local Treasurers. 

The first notice of the state meeting if 
Atlantic City, May 20, 21 and 22 is being 
sent out with the state membership cart 
Plans for further notices are being made 

—JEAN NEWLIN. 
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MEDICAL-DENTAL COOPERATION IN PUBLIC HEALTH 
AND OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH 


Abstract 


HENRY E. MELENEY, M.D. 


Hermann M. Biggs Professor of Preventive Medicine 
College of Medicine, New York University 


THE initiative for some of the features 
of Medical-Dental Cooperation in Public 
Health and Occupational Health should 
come from the medical profession, others 
from the dental profession and still oth- 
ers from mutual efforts. 


Among those to be initiated by the 
medical profession are the instruction of 
medical students in the importance of 
dental health, investigation of dental 
problems in patients suffering from oral 
or systemic diseases, encouragement in the 
correcting of dental defects in children 
and the supervision of dental hygiene in 
industrial medical services. 

Among those to be initiated by the 
dental profession are the training of den- 


tal students in dental hygiene and in the 
relationship of dental and oral lesions to 
systemic diseases, encouragement of den- 
tal practitioner in the use of preventive 
measures and in cooperation with public 
health agencies. 

Among the joint cooperative efforts are 
promotion of fluoridation of water sup- 
plies, development of preventive clinics 
for children and occupational groups and 
closer association between dental and 
medical societies in developing public 
health programs and the recruiting and 
training of public health personnel. 

The preventive medicine and dentistry 
of the future must emphasize the promo- 
tion of maintenance of optimum health. 





PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF DENTISTRY 
FOR CHILDREN ELECTS OFFICERS 


The annual meeting of the Western 
Pennsylvania component of the Pennsyl- 
vania Society of Dentistry for Children 
was held on November 19, 1952, at the 
Odontological Rooms. 


Officers elected for the year 1953, are 
as follows: 


President—Dr. Mollie Davidson Foster 
President-Elect—Dr. Walter S. Weisz 
Vice-President—Dr. Geraldine Fay 
Secretary-Treasurer—Dr. Edith J. Wis- 


niewski 


Executive Board Members: 
Dr. C. W. Hagan 
Dr. M. Binstock 
Dr. S. J. Carver 


After the business meeting, Dr. C. W. 
Hagan gave a lecture on a simplified 
method of cavity preparation on primary 
teeth and showed colored slides on this 
technique. 

—EDITH J. WISNIEWSKI, D.D.S. 
Secretary 


Western Pennsylvania Society of 
Dentistry for Children 
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EDITORIALS 


On School Problems 


YOUR attention is invited to the editorial appearing on these pages entitled: 
Why We Need More Full-Time Teachers. This was written by Dr. Leste 
Burket, Dean of the Dental School of the University of Pennsylvania. 


occurred to your editor that it might be well to acquaint the members of thé 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society, especially those members who have bees 
graduated for some time, with some of the problems occurring and advances 
made in the dental teaching institutions. 


To carry out that thought, he has invited the respective deans of thi 
three dental schools in Pennsylvania to be guest editors, and each to di 
one phase of this involved and complex subject. Consequently, beginning 
with this issue and for the next two issues, this subject will be discussed ex 
pertly by these gentlemen. 


We hope the idea appeals to our readers. We are sure that much in 
formation is to be gained by their presentations, and that many new ides 
will be unfolded and developed for your further consideration. 


It quite likely will emphasize to you why Alumni support, both mor 
and financial, is so necessary to the satisfactory administration of the affai 
of your Alma Mater, and should arouse in you a keen interest in the prog 
ress and welfare of the profession. 

Another problem confronting us is related to the activities of the Deans: 
in the face of a growing demand for dentistry, the number of registeret 
dentists in Pennsylvania has declined slightly over the past five years. | 
would be interesting to hear suggestions from the educators as to whil 
measures we, as a profession, can take to meet this need. 





e Need More Full-Time Teachers 


THE most acute shortage of teaching personnel in the dental schools is the 
full-time teacher. He is essential to maintain a continuity and uniformity 
of laboratory and clinical instruction. He is also needed as an administrative 
head of departments and for the time consuming, but necessary committee 
work. Why do we have a shortage of so essential a member of the dental 
educational team? The answer is that few recent graduates are going into 
full-time teaching in dentistry as a career. 


One of the most important reasons for this shortage is the generally 
low salaries paid to such full-time teachers, compared with the average in- 
come of the profession. The “love of teaching” is a powerful motivating 
factor, but it does not buy food, clothing and the other things necessary to 
raise a family. Thus, many qualified men who might otherwise turn to den- 
tistry as a career, find it necessary to engage in more remunerative activities. 


It is also important to remember that the dental graduate interested in 
teaching as a career has had in the past no place to obtain instruction in 
educational technics and methodology at the professional school level. 
Teaching itself is a profession and the training of teachers for the health 
profession is a relatively unexplored field. High quality professional teach- 
ing cannot be done effectively by semi-retired dentists or professionally mis- 
placed persons, no matter how good their intentions might be. 


Recently inaugurated training programs for dental teachers may correct 


in part this latter problem. Adequate scholarship support will be required 
to permit those most likely to profit by this educational experience to par- 
ticipate in the program. 


The great contribution that the full-time teacher is making in dental 
education deserves greater recognition by the University administrators and 
his professional colleagues. In most instances, he is making a sacrifice which 
is unmatched by anyone else in his profession. His rewards are measured in 
the personal satisfaction he experiences from a job well done. 


LESTER W. BURKET. 





PENN ALUMNI GROUPS TO HOLD REUNIONS 


Ail the classes that have graduated 
from the School of Dentistry, University 
of Pennsylvania will hold reunions dur- 
ing the week of June 13, 1953, when the 
Diamond Jubilee of the founding of the 
Dental School will be celebrated. 

Dr. J. Stanley Jordan has been selected 
by the Executive Committee of the Penn- 
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sylvania Dental Alumni Society to organ- 
ize the class reunions. Dr. Jordan, a 
graduate of the class of 1932, is now 
planning meetings of the class chairmen 
aad requests that all graduates who are 
not contacted by their class chairmen to 
write to him at the Dental School, 4001 
Spruce, c/o the Dental Alumni Society. 











FIRST DISTRICT 
Philadelphia County Dental Society 


Wednesday, December 10th could well 
have been called ‘Robinson Night,” when 
the Philadelphia County Dental Society 
met in the Bellevue Stratford Hotel. The 
speaker, Dr. Hamilton B. C. Robinson, 
was introduced by his father, Dr. William 
J. Robinson, and was assisted by his sister, 
Dr. Muriel Robinson. The subject, ‘‘Dif- 
ferential Diagnosis of Oral Lesions,’ was 
excellently presented and well covered in 
a direct, simple and interesting manner. 
Our first speaker for 1953 will be Dr. 
Charles Brecker of New York City, who 
has selected for his subject, ‘A Practical 
Concept of Mouth Rehabilitation.” 

The Greater Philadelphia Annual Meet- 
ing on February 4th, Sth and 6th will 
present many prominent clinicians and 
lecturers, together with practically all of 
the commercial exhibits of current inter- 
est. There will also be some very inter- 
esting scientific exhibits to observe for all 
those who attend the meeting. 


Pennsylvania Society of Dentistry for 
Children 


The December meeting was marked by 
a reactivation and reorganization of the 
Philadelphia unit. Congratulations and 
our best wishes for a brighter 1953, are 
the sentiments we wish to express for the 
Society at this time. 
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FRANK W. BUTLER 
Reading 


Philadelphia Society of Periodontology 


Dr. A. E. Rakoff spoke at the meeti 
on Tuesday, November 25th. His subjed 
was “Endocrinology in Relation to Peri 
dontal Disease.” 


North Philadelphia Association of Dental 
Surgeons 

A question will be asked by Dr. Ja 
Eshleman in his talk on Wednesda 
January 14th, “Is Your Practice Manag 
ment Up To Date?” This is a might 
important question and it behooves all 9 
us to get it up to date for our own be 
interests. 


Pennsylvania Association of Dental Surge 


The first meeting for 1953 took plac 
on January 14th and was marked by 
large representation of the organization 
in fact one of the largest attendances eve 
to greet a new year. Those present wert 
given a very interesting talk by Dr. Ja 
Eshleman, a man well known in his par 
ticular field, 


Eastern Dental Society of Philadelphia 


“Periodontal Therapy” was the subjed 
selected by Dr. Henry M. Goldman @ 
Boston, Mass., when he spoke at the meet 
ing on Thursday, December 11th. Seve 
table clinics were held before the mai 
speaker of the evening was heard. 
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Philadelphia District Dental Hygienists 
Association 

These meetings are held on the third 
Tuesday of each month, at 8 p. m., in the 
Philadelphia County Medical Society 
Building. On January 20th Dr. R. M. 
Skidmore will speak on “Orthodontia,” 
while the meeting of February 17th will 
be marked by the appearance of Dr. Glad- 
wyn Graham who will address the group 
on “Oral Surgery.” 
Philadelphia Association of Dental Assistants 

The meetings of this association are 
held every third Tuesday of the month, 
in the Evans Institute. The first meeting 
of the year was held on January 20th, at 
which time Dr. M. M. DeVan lectured on 
“Prosthetics Concerning Dental Assist- 
ing.” —WILLIAM V. SCANLAN. 


THIRD DISTRICT 


With this issue I hope to bow out as 
editorial writer for the Third District. 
The year has been extremely short; all 
years are short, but I believe it has been 
a successful one, not because I have served 
in any small way, but I do believe some 
things have been accomplished by your 
elected officers which will help us in the 
future. 

Anything which I have said or written 
was intended to be helpful, with malice 
or offense toward none. However I can- 
not help but emphasize here again, that 
we are unfair to ourselves. We are unfair 
because we do not band and pull together 
for our own good and protection, mostly 
protection. 


After putting a lot of years behind me 
at the dental chair, I would like to say 
here that there is no such thing as a full- 
grown man; the biggest baby and the 
poorest patient yet to be handled consti- 
tutes you and me. I would like to debate 
that with someone who takes exception 


to it. No wonder we do not stick to- 
gether; we're just a bunch of children. 
I am not belittling the other work which 


was done this year, but I do think our 
best stroke was more inclusion of our 
Women’s Auxiliary in our activities, our 
wives, our sisters, sweethearts and last but 
not least, the widows of our dear col- 
leagues who have passed on. 

To me there is no better counsel than 
that of a good woman and as “‘children” 
we would be wise to take it. Too many 
of us fail to come to meetings and far 
too many of us refuse to join up at all. 
Wherein lies our progress and advance- 
ment in Dentistry? Nowhere except in 
coming together at all kinds of meetings 
for the exchange of ideas and discussion 
of problems. 

I think we have started the ball rolling 
just a little bit this year and I believe 
with the help of our good Auxiliary we 
can keep it going. Someone once said 
that if wars were ever stopped it would 
be done by the women and from where 
I sit it looks as if, with God’s help too, 
we may someday have the kind of organi- 
zation we should have, providing the 
women continue their good work and 
chase us “Kids” out to join up and above 
all get to the meetings. Why do I go on 
writing like this? Because Dentistry is on 
trial as it never was before, and we cannot 
hire lawyers to defend it. We must do it 
ourselves. 

For the past several years we have been 
relegated to the category of ‘‘I don’t know 
what.” How often have you listened to 
the lecturer on the platform refer to the 
Doctor and the Dentist? How often have 
you read the same phrase in an advertise- 
ment in some of our own journals and 
magazines ? 

I’m not squeamish. Let them call me 
a “‘ditch-digger,” I dig “ditches in the 
mouth.” Let them call me a “bridge 
builder.’ I do that too. Or, let them call 
me a ‘‘laborer” who fills holes; I do that 
too. But if they wish to call me those 
things let them put all other people with 
the title of ‘Doctor’ and there are many 
types, in their proper categories too. 





I do not know where this whole thing 
started. I am blaming no one in particu- 
lar, but whether you think it or not, it is 
sinister indeed. A little more time and 
the public generally will simply think of 
us as ‘tooth carpenters” or something else 
and I am casting no reflection on any 
profession or trade when I say this. How- 
ever, I do insist that the thing is sinister 
and the tendency will be to reflect still 
further on us as time goes on if we do 
not defend ourselves. 

At the moment, (while I am not the 
quarrelsome or pugnacious type) I feel 
that one day soon, when some fellow uses 
that phrase, and some of my own good 
friends have picked it up, I shall be com- 
pelled to get up and ask him to please 
explain to me what constitutes a “doctor” 
and let him tell me or I'll tell him. 

Ours is a noble profession and we are 
not alone in saying that. Much though 
he may think we abuse him, eld man 
public thinks so too. It has been a pleas- 
ant year; I hope I have done no harm, 
and, if you will, perhaps a little good. 

So long, “Kids”! 
—PAT DONAHOE. 

FOURTH DISTRICT 

Reading Dental Society 


The new 1953 was ushered in on the 
evening of January Sth, when the society 
held its annual election of officers, (the 
full list of cabinet officers and the new 
president, all of whose names will appear 
in the next issue, will be formally in- 
stalled at the February meeting). This 
latter affair is the occasion of the annual 
banquet, at which time all cares and tribu- 
lations are set aside for the nonce, and 
good fellowship abounds. 


During the year, we feel that much 
progress has been made, as was evidenced 
by the annual reports of the various com- 
mittees submitted at the January meeting. 
Sylvester A. Styer, who has been our guid- 
ing light during the past twelvemonth, 
expressed his deep gratitude and appreci- 
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ation for the many ways that he had beep 
assisted in his course during a very trying 
year. He especially thanked his various 
committees for their splendid cooperation, 
and in turning over the toga of authority 
to his successor, assured him of his con. 
tinued cooperation. 


Our group has had an especially harass 
ing experience with the problem of com 
munity fluoridation, receiving little or m 
aid from our local newspapers, except for 
a monetary consideration. It has been no 
ticed that in several Pennsylvania Dis 
tricts, the local groups have had the in 
valuable support of their local papers, no 
only by paid advertisements, but in a 
editorial manner. Not so in Reading; 
seems as though some elements are de 
sirous of making a tremendous “hassel’ 
of the whole situation and, when boiled 
down to its essence, the opposition doesn't 
even seem to understand what the score is 
on fluoridation. It has been an uphill 
scrap all the way, but we do feel that 
some, while being timorous of admitting 
it, are all out for us and our proposition 

The various component groups of out 
society, to wit, the Clinic Club, the Study 
Club, the Dental Seminar and the Ladies 
Auxiliary, all held their annual elections 
during the past few weeks and we will 
announce the results in the next issue of 
the JOURNAL. 

We are happy to announce the appear 
ance of a new infant in our midst. The 
local Dental Assistants have decided to 
mother an infant organization of thei 
own, and to date they have made wonder- 
ful progress. They have elected offices 
for their group, applied for admission to 
State and National bodies, and in general 
have the appearance of being a ‘some 
thing” to conjure with in the future 
We salute them and sincerely trust that 
their progress will be a continued succes 
sion of rapid, forward movements. Mort 
of this new group will appear in the 
March issue of the JOURNAL. 

—FRANK W. BUTLER. 





Lebanon County Dental Society 
At press-time we have had no report 
from this district, but we assume that they 
have fully recovered from their New 
Year's levity. 


Schuylkill County Dental Society 
Now there’s a Society for you, if only 
we could have more news out of them, 
but this is all there is to it this time. 


FIFTH DISTRICT 


At the last meeting of the Fifth Dis- 
trict Dental Society, held at York, Pa., the 
following officers were elected: 


President .. .Dr. Charles Gaige, Lancaster, Pa. 
President-Elect 

Dr. Albert Goho, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Dr. Jennings Graham, Harrisburg, Pa. 

A.D.A. Delegate 

Dr. Albert Goho, Harrisburg, Pa. 
A.D.A. Alternate. Dr. R. W. Bolton, York, Pa. 


State Delegates 

. B. L. Grossman Dr. 
. S. H. Yoffe Dr. 
. Charles Dietz Dr. 
. A. L. Watts Dr. J. H. Wood 
. C. W. Richmond Dr. J. F. Gilmer 
. R. P. 
. P. E. 


Alternates 


R. E. Spangler 
A. D. Hunger, Jr. 
C. S. Gaige 


May Dr. J. J. Lucas 
Bomberger Dr. D. M. McHenry 


Harrisburg Dental Society 


Since the last publication of the State 
JouRNAL, the following new members 
have been welcomed into our Society: 
Dr. C. Martin Shope, Middletown; Dr. 
Eugene Adams, Millerstown; Dr. Martin 
Kiefer, Lykens; Dr. Thomas Snell, Har- 
tisburg; Dr. Samuel Stein, Harrisburg. 

Dr. Thomas Holtzman has departed 
from our midst temporarily, to serve with 
the armed forces. It is interesting to note 
that although Tom was with the Navy in 
W. W. II, he is now attached to the Air 
Force. We wish him good luck and hope 
that he returns to us as an active member. 

The December meeting was held on the 
12th day of that month at the Harrisburg 
Academy of Medicine. The annual elec- 


tion of officers took place and the follow- 
ing members will serve for the year 1953: 


Dr. John Lucas 
Dr. Harry Pittman 
Dr. Kenneth Heisey 
Dr. Samuel Yoffe 
Dr. Mark Eckman 


President 
Vice-President 
President-Elect 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


The meeting was highlighted by the 
presence of Dr. Frank C. Hughes, Profes- 
sor of Prosthetic Dentistry, Indiana Uni- 
versity. Dr. Hughes had appeared at the 
Greater New York Dental Meeting and 
graciously accepted an invitation to speak 
at our gathering. His subject was ‘‘Pre- 
cision Dentures Employing Simple Tech- 
niques.” The Ladies of the Auxiliary 
again provided the members with refresh- 
ments following the meeting. 

—S. H. YOFFE. 


Harris Dental Society 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Society was held Tuesday, December 16th 
in the Hotel Brunswick. The speaker for 
the meeting was Dr. Claude LaDow, who 
came to us very highly recommended and 
whose topic was “The Use of Newer 
Anesthetics as Applied in the Dental 
Office.” Dr. LaDow is Professor of Oral 
Surgery at the University of Pennsylvania 
Dental School and serves on the staff of 
the Episcopal Hospital, to say nothing of 
being extremely well-known in the field 
of Oral Surgery as well as Oncology. His 
lecture was profusely illustrated by the 
use of colored slides. 

We recently were very pleased to learn 
that an article written by our own Irv 
Uhler on “The Management of Maxillary 
Impactions,” which appeared in the Oc- 
tober, 1951, issue of the Journal of Oral 
Surgery, was included in the newsletter of 
the Committee on International Scientific 
Publication of the National Research 
Council which is distributed around the 
world as a service of the office of Inter- 
national Information of the State Depart- 
ment, through its missions in the various 
embassies. This, incidentally is quite an 





achievement and we certainly take pleas- 
ure in congratulating Irv, who has been 
quite active in circles without the pale of 
his dental office. He has been lecturing 
to the Dental Officers at the Bainbridge 
Naval Training Center and to the Han- 
over Dental Society, on “Oral Surgery 
Problems of Interest to the General Prac- 
titioner.”” He also attended the meeting 
of the American Society of Oral Surgeons 
in New Orleans, in October. And, while 
passing out compliments, we were pleased 
to learn that J. J. Bentman was recently 
elected to membership in the American 
Academy of Periodontology. Our con- 
gratulations, J. J. 


For the first two weeks in January the 
Ladies’ Auxiliary sponsored a project 
which included the showing of films on 
dental hygiene in the Lancaster County 
Schools. The regular monthly meeting 
was held on January 6th in the Hotel 
Brunswick, at which time they enjoyed an 
illustrated lecture on Korea. 


—JACK B. METZGER. 


SEVENTH DISTRICT 


The next meeting of the Central Penn- 
sylvania Dental Society will be held in 
Altoona, February 23rd, 24th and 25th. 
Among other items of business that will 
be discussed at this meeting will be the 
increase of annual dues, and it will be in 
order for everyone to attend the sessions 
and give your opinion regarding this new 
business. 

A very interesting program has been 
arranged, and in part, at this time we are 
able to inform you that Dr. Paul Belding 
of lowa, Editor of Dental Items of Inter- 
est, will speak upon ‘The General Prac- 
tice of Dentistry.” Dr. J. Forman, Editor 
of the Ohio State Medical Journal, will 
address the assembly on “The Relation of 
Soil to Health,” while Dr. Norman Den- 
ner, of Cleveland, Ohio, will speak on 
“Oral Surgery for the General Prac- 
titioner.”” There will also be several films 
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on Dentistry that will prove most val 
able to everyone. 


Cambria County Dental Society 


At the November meeting, new offices 
to serve for the coming year were elected, 
and they are as follows: 


President Dr. John Bell, Windber, Pa 
Pres.-Elect ..Dr. L. J. Wesner, Johnstown, Pa 


Secretary-Treasurer 
Dr. L. D. Soloweigh, Johnstown, Py 


Drs. Mathews, Speck, Benshoff, 
Geer, Silverstein, and Hrin 


The Christmas Party was held on De 
cember 18th, at the Fort Stanwix Hotel, 
with approximately forty dentists and 
their wives present. After a very nourish. 
ing dinner we were entertained by tricks 
of magic, followed by cards, and last but 
not least, a gift for everyone who wa 
present. —ROBERT H. HOLT. 


EIGHTH DISTRICT 


A meeting of the officers and director 
of the Eighth District Dental Society was 
held at the Kane Manor, Kane, on Satur 
day, November 15th. The following 
members were present: President, K. G. 
Lenhart; Vice-President, J. F. White; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Claire Lathrop; Edi. 
tor, L. R. Cupp; Trustee, Karl Wenk; 
and Directors, Wm. Lind, V. S. Hauber, 
B. P. Rokoski, H. D. Gardner, Edw. § 
Hauber, and J. Michele. 


The following health committee mem- 
bers were present: Chairman, Edw. § 
Hauber, Rokoski, Michele, Gardner, 
Cupp, McAlpin and L. Lathrop. Dr. 
Lind called the meeting to order and the 
following student grads were elected to 
membership: David Wilson, Bradford; 
Richard Myer, Port Allegany; Merle 
Amy, Bradford; W. B. Coulter, Kane; 
J. P. Higgins, St. Marys and Guy R 
Vaughn, Brockway. Dr. L. L. Lathrop 
was elected as Delegate to the A.D.A, 
meeting in 1953, with L. R. Cupp as Al 
ternate. The following officers and direc 





tors were nominated for 1954: President, 
J. F. White; Vice-President, B. P. Ro- 
koski; Secretary- Treasurer, Claire Lathrop ; 
Editor, L. R. Cupp. Three Directors for 
three years: D. F. Greer, Wm. Summer- 
ville, and Ray Wilson. Delegates elected 
to the State meeting were J. F. White and 
B. P. Rokoski, while Alternates were John 
Michele and V. H. McAlpin. Drs. Cupp 
and Michele were elected Auditors, while 
Drs. Karl Wenk and L. L. Lathrop were 
nominated to fill a single Trusteeship for 
a period of three years. The result of the 
ballot in this latter election appeared to 
be a tie after two votes were taken, and 
after considerable discussion it was de- 
cided that a meeting should be called by 
the President for January or February, 
1953, in order to resolve this impasse. 


Bradford County Dental Society 
On Friday, November 28th, the mem- 
bers of the Society gathered in the Hotel 
Emery to observe a dinner meeting of the 
group. After a sumptuous repast, Dr. 
Dempsey of Olean, New York presented 


a clinic on Exodontia and Oral Surgery. 
The meeting was marked by a very large 
representation of the Society, and was 
voted one of the finest gatherings of the 
year. Dr. C. Lathrop, Dr. Lenhart and 
Blanche Williams attended the Harris- 


burg conference held on December first. 
—L. R. CUPP. 


NINTH DISTRICT 
Erie County Dental Society 


The December meeting of the Erie 
County Dental Society was replaced by the 
annual Christmas party which was held 
at the Erie Kahkwa Club on the evening 
of the thirteenth. The Club was beauti- 
fully decorated in keeping with the Christ- 
mas Season and the many members and 
their wives who braved the hazards of 
bad driving were fully rewarded by a 
most enjoyable evening. The Committee 
on Arrangements had a well planned pro- 
gram in store for those who braved the 
elements; all who attended the affair pro- 
nounced it the best ever. 

The Erie County Dental Society feels 
highly honored in having one of its mem- 
bers, Dr. W. F. Wade, as President of the 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society. It was 
a little unusual this year to have Bob ad- 
dress us as State President-Elect rather 
than as Chairman of the Christmas Party 
Committee. Dr. F. A. Stewart, President 
of our Society, presented Dr. Wade with 
a gift of appreciation for his faithful 
work over the years, and for his many 
other contributions to the Dental Profes- 
sion. —F. A. DRAKE. 





N. Y. U. OFFERS POSTGRADUATE COURSES IN 
PERIODONTIA AND ORAL MEDICINE 


The Periodontia Department of New 
York University College of Dentistry 
which has been giving postgraduate 
courses in this subject since 1926, an- 
nounces its full-time course in Peridontia 
and Oral Medicine for one academic year, 
September 21st, 1952 to March 21st, 1954, 
leading to a certificate. Half-time two- 
year courses are also given. Three weeks’ 
refresher courses, as well as ten session 


(one evening weekly), introductory 
courses are given beginning Feb. 25, 
1953, June 1, 1953 and Oct. 11, 1954. 
All courses are under the direct super- 
vision of Dr. Samuel Charles Miller. 
For information concerning the above 
or courses in other phases of dentistry 
write to Secretary, Postgraduate Division, 
New York University College of Den- 
tistry, 209 East 23rd Street, New York 10. 





THE New Books 





A MANUAL OF ORAL SURGERY. By W. 
Harry Archer, B.S., M.A., D.D.S. Philadelphia: 
W. B. Saunders Co., 1952. 


Dr. Archer's “Manual of Oral Surgery” is 
not a reference work of academic theory, but 
a most carefully prepared text incorporating 
the practical working approaches to almost 
every condition commonly encountered by the 
Oral Surgeon. Included in the book are many 
excellent illustrations and photographs and nu- 
merous case histories which help to fulfill its 
fundamental purpose of offering the reader ap- 
plicable knowledge of the subject matter. 


For the student, it presents in a simplified 
way, a written and visual description of nearly 
all oral surgical procedures. Naturally, this 
kind of a presentation will materially aid the 
general practitioner as well. For the specialist, 
who desires to cover the literature and get all 
the comparative material that is published, the 
book is a necessary addition to his library. 

Any book review reflects the writer's reaction 
to the published text and he can always present 
points of divergence. A few examples will 
suffice. Dr. Archer stresses the necessity of not 
using the adjacent teeth as fulcrum points 
when applying extracting force; however, an 
illustration on page 16 shows the elevators ap- 
plied mesially to the mesial root and distally 
to the distal root. For the inexperienced, this 
technique would be difficult to apply not using 
an adjacent tooth to a slight degree. In Chap- 
ter II—Non-malignant tumors, Osteoma is not 
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mentioned, although here again, the discerning 
man would treat them with the same p: 
outlined for the removal of Tori. 


Dr. Archer has wisely included several chap. 
ters on Hospital care which are a welcome a¢ 
dition to this book. One cannot help but won 
der, that with the continual development of the 
Chemotherapeutic agents, if this portion of the 
chapter on Oral Surgery in the Hospital should 
not be loose leafed so as to add to the books 
the ever increasing number of these agents ar 
introduced and accepted as helpful. 

In summation, the foregoing criticisms ate 
minor and the Manual by and large is an ex 
cellent compilation of the many varied aspects 
of Oral Surgery. When you consider that they 
range from a detailed description of techniques, 
a complete description of any and all conditions 
found in the mouth and associated structures, 
Oral Surgery in the Hospital—Legal Aspects, 
with chapters written by authorities on Cyst 
and Malignancies; Anatomical explanation of 


pain; Heat and Cold; Radiographic Locali 
zation; you begin to appreciate the scope of 
the book. 


All of us in the Dental profession who know 
Dr. Archer personally, are familiar with his 
zeal for working for high standards for Den 
tistry in private practices, hospitals and teach 
ing institutions. His new book is concrete evi- 
dence of this desire and I consider it a real 
addition to the literature of the profession. 


—VICTOR H. FRANK, D.DS. 





RESEARCH MEN MEET 


(Continued from page 10.) 

It is quite apparent from the contents 
of the program of the Association that the 
subject matter is both interesting and 
timely and it is hoped that as many mem- 
bers and non-members of this research 
group will attend. Many of us find it 
difficult to attend all the meetings sched- 
uled by the numerous organizations to 
which we belong. Research is the back- 
bone of our existence. Accordingly pro- 
grams are arranged on a broad scale of 
appeal and discussions are invited on the 
speaker’s papers for personal enlighten- 
ment and applications in the practice of 
our profession. We invite not only the 
graduate members of our profession but 
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also the undergraduate students of out 
two Dental Schools to attend these meet: 
ings. In respect to the latter it is hoped 
that appropriate announcements will bk 
made and notices posted to acquaint the 
students with what is being accomplished 
in the field of research. 

In March 1953 two very important 
Conventions will be held in the City of 
Philadelphia, namely, the American As 
sociation of Dental Schools Convention 
and the 31st Annual Meeting of the In 
ternational Association for Dental Re 
search. The Philadelphia Section of the 
I.A.D.R. is, at the present time forme 
lating plans to make this occasion an out: 
standing success. The program and other 
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activities will be published at a future 
date. 

Last October many of you received the 
annual program and dues card for 1952- 
53. To this date about 35 cards have been 
returned. With the exception of five cards 
marked “resigned,” “moved” or “wrong 
address” the remainder contained checks 
for $2.00, the annual dues. Anyone read- 
ing this article whose card is still lying on 
the desk won't you please send it in to 
me as soon as possible? Others who are 
interested in membership in the Interna- 
tional Association for Dental Research 
please communicate with me for any in- 
formation. We are anxious to have your 
interest and welcome you at our scheduled 
meetings. 

The first meeting of the year was held 
at Temple University School of Dentistry. 
On this occasion the speakers and their 
topics were: 








Dr. Fred A. Slack, Jr. 
New Developments in Cements and 
Filling Materials. 

Dr. Benjamin Kimmelman. 

New Data on Caries Epidermiology, 
Treatment and Tooth Mortality as 
shown by Dental Figures from 
School Health Examination in Penn- 
sylvania. 

Dr. I. B. Bender. 

Technics in the Problems of the 
Blood Cultures of Post-Extraction 
Bacteremia. 

Dr. Helen McF. Woodbridge. 

A study of 1,285 Biopsy Specimens. 
(This paper to be presented at a fu- 
ture meeting.) 

Discussions on each paper followed, 

culminating a very instructive and enjoy- 

able evening. —FREDERIC JAMES. 
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BESWICK, T. Clawson, Philadelphia; Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, 1898; died November 
12; aged 76. 

BOLTON, Jacob C., Lancaster; Medico- 
Chirurgical College, 1911; died November 18; 
aged 71. 

CAMPBELL, Frank H., Canonsburg; Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh, 1916; died November 16; 
aged 61. 

CONLEY, Samuel E., Philadelphia; Penn- 
sylvania College of Dental Surgery, 1901; died 
May 14. 

CONNOR, John D., Honesdale; Baltimore 
College Dental Surgery, 1923; died October 
16; aged 54. 

COOK, Frank N., Pittsburgh; Pittsburgh 
Dental College, 1899; died November 20; 
aged 76. 

CORDES, August, Philadelphia; Baltimore 
College Dental Surgery, 1911; died January 8; 
aged 70. 

CORR, Thomas F., Scranton; University of 
Pittsburgh, 1911; died October 27; aged 77. 

DAVIS, Harry Lee, Chicora; Philadelphia 


Dental College, 1906; died October 29; aged 70. 


DILL, Matthew T., Biglerville; University 
of Pennsylvania, 


aged 77 


1899; died December 2; 


DUNFEE, John F., Scranton; University of 
Pennsylvania, 1913; died October 31; aged 60. 

FERREE, William E., Bedford; Baltimore 
College of Dental Surgery, 1900; died Decem- 
ber 11; aged 84. 

HAND, Edgar H., Philadelphia; Philadel- 
phia Dental College, 1895. 

HARTLEY, Harry, Havertown; University 
of Pittsburgh, 1911; died December 3, aged 67. 

HINKSON, George W., Philadelphia; Phila- 
delphia Dental College, 1898; died November 
24; aged 78. 

HOLMAN, William H. J., Mifflin; 
September, 1951. 

JENKINS, George S., New Castle; Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh, 1931; aged 44. 

LAWRENCE, Robert J., Adamstown; Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh, 1952; died November 30; 
aged 26. 

RAFF, Nathan, Philadelphia; Philadelphia 
Dental College, 1917; died November 30; 
aged 57. 

UPDEGRAFF, Clarence D., New Castle; 
Ohio State College, 1946; died November; 
aged 32. 

VANDYKE, Alfred N., Philadelphia; Phila- 
delphia Dental College, 1898; died November 
30; aged 83. 


died 





An Insurance 
Committee Report 








The Insurance Committee of the Pennsylvania State Dental Societ 
indeed happy to announce the additional benefits outlined on the next 5 
which have been added to our existing group health and accident policy 
the Continental Casualty Company, at no extra premium. This policy, n 
tiated in 1947, is the only group policy endorsed by the Pennsylvania 
Dental Society and available only to members of the Society. The fea 
of additional benefits because of successful operation of the plan is a si 
cant advantage of group insurance. 

In the near future a number of letters will be mailed from the 
to its members concerning its group insurance policy. The envelopes ¢ 
—s these letters will bear on the outside the phrase ‘Something New 

Been Added.”” Every member of the Society is urged to read this mail 
mediately on its receipt because it will contain pertinent information af 
ing his future professional life. Sickness or accident disability making 
impossible for a dentist to practice is costly and under such circumstan 
an adequate insurance program is essential. Unfortunately, the advantage 
this coverage is not fully appreciated until one has to use it. 


During the next few weeks the Insurance Committee sincerely trusts t 
those eligible enrolled dentists who do not have the maximum coverages 
this group health and accident insurance plan will consider applying for 
and that those eligible dentists not already enrolled will take advantage) 
the plan. 


It should be clearly understood that this state group plan with the 
tinental Casualty Company is not intended to take the place of or to dis 
any local plan your society may have in operation. The state plan affa 
you additional coverage after you have joined your local group plan 
offers you an opportunity to apply for coverage if there is no local p 
available. 

Be sure to read the advertisement on the opposite page of this issue 
the PENNSYLVANIA DENTAL JOURNAL and watch for additional advertt 
ments of the Continental Casualty Company in future issues. 


Support your Society's group plan. 
Insurance Committee 
E. Harold Finnerty, Chairma 
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